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NADIA BOLZ-WEBER HAS BEEN THE PASTOR

OF HOUSE FOR ALL SINNERS AND SAINTS
IN-DENVER SINCE ITS INCEPTION IN 2008.

IN 2008, HER FIRST BOOK, ZALVATION N

THE sMALL SCREEN, DOCUMENTED HER EXPERIENCE
OF WATCHING 24 CONSECUTIVE

HOURS OF THE TRINITY BROADCAST NETWORK.

SINCE THEN, SHE HAS CONTINUED TO SPEAK,
PREACH, AND WRITE ABOUT THE DELICATE
BALANCE BETWEEN THE ANCIENT LITURGICAL
TRADITIONS OF HER DENOMINATION AND

THE POSTMODERN SENSIBILITIES OF

TODAY'S CHRISTIANS.

FOR NADIA, THE CROSS TELLS US AS MUCH ABOUT
THE NATURE OF GOD AS IT DOES ABOUT THE STATE
OF HUMANITY.

MORE NADIA TRIVIA

+ ORDAINED LUTHERAN MINISTER, ELCA
+ WORKED AS A STAND-UP COMEDIAN

+ COLLECTS BELT BUCKLES

+ BLOGS AT SARCASTICLUTHERAN.COM

+ BAIN RELIGIOUS STUDIES FROM
UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO AT BOULDER

+ MDIV FROM THE ILIFF SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY
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NADIAS BOOKS: C
+ SALVATION ON THE SMALL SCREEN

TR

A PAIR OF NADIAS TATTOOS READ “SIMIL IUSTUS ET PECCATOR" WHICH
MEANS “SIMULTANEOUSLY SAINT AND SINNER" IN LATIN.
CENTRAL TO NADIAS UNDERSTANDING OF FAITH IS THIS IDEA

THAT HUMAN BEINGS ARE A MIX OF CONTRADICTIONS AND
THAT THERE IS ALWAYS SOME TENSION IN THE MIDST OF
THE STORIES WE TELL. THAT'S TRUE OF THE CROSS

AS WELL. THE CROSS HAS LONG CARRIED IT'S OWN
SEEMING CONTRADICTIONS. IT IS A SYMBOL OF
DESTRUCTION AND RENEWAL, DEATH AND LIFE,
OPPRESSION AND FREEDOM. THIS TENSION

\ BETWEEN DESPAIR AND HOPE IS EVERYWHERE

\ IN THE TWISTED ROAD OF THE CHRISTIAN STORY.
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THE CROSS

HAS BEEN A

SYMBOL OF CROSSES, ANHICH ONES
THE CHRISTIAN S ARE YOU DRAWN TO?
CHURCH SINCE : 4 5 WHICH ONES FEEL
THE DEATH AND i WEIRD OR COMEORTING
RESURRECTION : { %5 OR REPULSIVE?

OF JESUS. BUT hI i, BT 5 £

LIKE SO MUCH OU WERE TO ADJ AN
IN THE WINDING, =~ LADJECTIVE TO EACH OF
TANGLED e ne E CROSSES, WHAT

CHRISTIAN HWED YOU WRITE?”
STORY, IT e ’

HAS BEEN
INTERPRETED

IN VASTLY
DIFFERENT WAYS.
IT HAS BEEN
ENCRUSTED
WITH JEWELS
TO SHOW THE
WEALTH AND
POWER OF THE
CHURCH, HELD
AT THE HEAD

OF ADVANCING
ARMIES
FIGHTING IN THE
NAME OF GOD,
AND TWISTED

R
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-

UNRECOGNIZABLE
FORM BY THE
NAZIS. YET

EVEN WHEN

IT'S MANGLED
AND MISUSED,

IT REMAINS

A POWERFUL
SYMBOL.
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THERE ARE

FOUR PRIMARY
THEORIES THAT
CONTINUE TO
SHAPE OUR
IDEAS ABOUT THE
CROSS AND THE
ATONEMENT:
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JUST AS THERE \ o B @ LY

ARE MANY e MAR AN " Sers,
IMAGES OF THE THE Rpecr * | = /K’;

CROSS, THERE N Hg ek o

HAVE BEEN
MANY WAYS OF
UNDERSTANDING
THE CROSS OVER
THE CENTURIES,
EACH ONE
TRYING TO
ANSWER THE
QUESTION “WHAT
EXACTLY WAS
ACCOMPLISHED
ON THE CROSS?”

T4 HE
EXAMPLE  OF

ONENT =
YETER NEARD

L (104 140)
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THE DISCUSSIONS ABOUT

THE CROSS ARE REALLY
DISCUSSIONS ABOUT THE
NATURE OF GOD. THAT'S WHY
THEY ARE DIFFICULT, EVEN
TUMULTUOUS, CONVERSATIONS
WITHIN THE CHURCH. THE
CONFLICT COMES BACK TO

THIS DICHOTOMY WE FIND IN

SO MUCH OF OUR FAITH. IS GOD
LOVING OR VENGEFUL? IS IT
POSSIBLE FOR GOD TO BE BOTH?

T NADIA SAYS WE TAKE =,
THE BEST AND WORST

PARTS OF OURSELVES

AND PROJECT THEM ON

GOD. HAVE YOU FOUND

. YOURSELFE DOING THIS?

WRITE YOUR THOUGHTS

=N THE "SCREERL"

NADIA TALKS ABOUT
GOD AS A DIVINE
<l ) ACCOUNTANT OR AN
. J ANGRY DADDY. WHAT
iz = DO YOU MAKE OF THESE
=  IMAGES OF GOD?
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— e 2~ QE SYMBOLS AND IDEAS

ON OUR TWISTED ROADS OF
FAITH, WE GATHER ALL KINDS

et L, THAT BECOME SACRED TO
; Rt TV ‘4\“\ US. WHAT IDEAS ABOUTTHE
et V"g, Jahaas TRRY Y CROSS ARE SACRED TO YOU? 7%
o !

Oﬁﬁ\?ggig WHAT ARE THE IMPLICATIONS
i OF RETHINKING O_URv?
STy VIEWS OF THE CROSS? e
R HOW DOES CHANGING " =

OUR IDEAS ABOUT <

THE CROSS CLANGE 3%

= OUR IDEAS ABOUT GOD?/{’;
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