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Mission 
Joyfully Christian. 
   Humbly Serving. 
        Boldly Loving. 

 

 
Once again Immanuel will be making prayer flags to add to our 
outdoor worship space – or to add to your own summer 
spaces.  

We’ll gather July 9th at 10 am – this is the day before we move 
worship outside.  No experience or skill needed.  We will have 
all the materials (or bring some things to add to your flags that 
have meaning for you.)   Weather permitting, we will meet in 
the pavilion at Immanuel. 

As the ribbons of our flags wave in the wind, the prayer flags 
send blessing to the entire community.  Invite your neighbors, 
family, and friends.   All are welcome!!! 

 

 

 

Self-Defense Training at Immanuel 

Officer Straus from the MPPD has agreed to hold a 
self-defense training on August 2 at 6pm in our 

Fellowship Hall.   
*This class will only be available for the first 20 

people who sign up. 
Please email Andrea to reserve your space. 
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Friends in Christ, 

This month is chock full of updates, so strap in! I happen to be writing this article on 
Ascension Day, May 26, 2022. For 40 days after Jesus resurrection on Easter Sunday, the 
Bible says that Jesus travelled and preached with his apostles, preparing them for his 
departure from Earth. Ascension Day marks the moment Jesus ascended into heaven before 
his disciples at the village of Bethany, near Jerusalem. The Sunday prior, Jesus tells us He will 
then send down the Holy Spirit among us. On June 5th, we will celebrate this glorious gift with 
Pentecost, Carter Hoffman’s graduation, and Lily Piatek-Jimenez, Charlotte & Henry Polley’s 
first communion.  

We also have some other exciting gifts to celebrate this month! Our Mission Endowment has 
officially gifted the matching funds of our Lenten giving for the Ukraine ($2000), gave our 
youth $3500 for their upcoming mission trip to PA, and increased graduation gifts to $250! 

Next, an update from the Association of Interfaith Ministries (AIM). This ministry was 
birthed out of our members’ hearts for people with diverse intellectual abilities. On Tuesday 
nights, local communities would drive their residents to Immanuel for a night of worship, 
music, and fellowship. During the COVID shut down, this ministry was put on pause. The 
GREAT news is that it is coming back! AIM will meet on Monday nights at St. Vincent in 
Shepherd to try to encourage more communities to attend. Please continue to hold this 
ministry in prayer! We hope to be the home of it again someday, but more than that, we pray 
for the Spirit to make it thrive! 

Now, for a summer worship update. This summer the worship ministry has decided that we 
will move outside for worship starting July 10. We will stay outside for the month of July, if 
it’s raining, we’ll move inside. Also happening this summer, we will all be sad to see the 
Polley family move to Lansing soon. Maggie Polley (our Children’s Ministry Coordinator) has 
been a blessing! Please make sure to sign a fish for the family. In light of her leaving, our 
number of children VBS age, and a number of other factors, Ministry with Each Other has 
decided to pause VBS for this summer. Instead of VBS, Sherry, our Faith in Action 
Coordinator, is planning a HUGE community day event. So, be watching for more details on 
that one. 

Alright, one final update. Like most professions right now, there is a very real clergy 
shortage. The bishop shared at Synod Assembly how much is it impacting Michigan. This 
means that most of the retired pastors are not available for coverage when I am out of town. 
The Worship Ministry along with Council have decided that on the days I am gone, we will 
abstain from Holy Communion. I will be bugging some of you to preach, so if you’re 
interested, please let me know! 

I pray that each of you enjoy the warmth of this summer. I pray that the Holy Spirit lights a 
fire within you. I pray that we continue to grow in faith and love. 

In Christ, 
Pastor Dana Hendershot 

 

 

  

 



                                                                   

         

 

        

 

                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lonely? Sad? Discouraged? 

Going through a tough time-- 

emotionally or spiritually? 

Struggling with a crisis or simply 

feeling down? 

Consider letting a Stephen Minister help.  A 

Stephen Minister is a member of our 

congregation who is trained to listen, care, 

encourage, pray, and walk alongside you 

during difficult times.  It’s confidential, 

free, and very helpful. 

To learn more, talk with Pastor Dana, Chris 

Schuster, Fred Schuster, or Gail Mitchell. 
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I just wanted to say a "huge" THANK YOU 
for the wonderful celebration in honor of 
my 25 years in youth ministry! I have 
been so blessed to walk beside the young 
people of Immanuel as they grew and 
experienced God in new ways.  Whether it 
was taking them on mission trips, ELCA 
Youth Gathering, Bridge Builders camp, 
VBS, Christmas Program, Youth Group or 
serving in our own community, it has been 
such an incredible experience. I'm 
overwhelmed by your generosity! I look 
forward to many more years of service 
with our youth.   

God Bless- Beth Mundwiler 
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Pastor will be away: 

June 8-18 
Vacation/ Parents’ 50th Anniversary 

July 1-9 
Vacation 

July 10-15 
Confirmation Camp 
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Community Input: Praises and Pinches 

     To be a healthy, faithful community, Immanuel needs to be open with what we expect in all areas of life. If there 
is anything in our community life that brings joy or causes concern, please share any feelings and questions. Thank 
you for taking the time to communicate ways we are doing well in our ministry at Immanuel and the areas that 
need attention.  Your Mutual Ministry Team needs your feedback. If you would like a personal response to your 
“praise” or “pinch,” please be sure to sign this form at the bottom. 

     To discuss a concern directly with the Mutual Ministry Team or one of the Team members, please indicate 

below. 

Praises:__________________________________________________________________________ 

Pinches:__________________________________________________________________________ 

Desired Outcome:__________________________________________________________________ 

Is it OK to publish in Gleaner?____Yes  ____No   (Name must be posted if you wish for this to appear in Gleaner.) 

A specific question I would like answered:_______________________________________________ 
Name____________________________________________ 

 

 
 

 

   

Contributing Stocks or Bonds 

To contribute capital gain property such as stocks or bonds to the church, per IRS Publication 
526 you can deduct the Fair Market Value of the asset on your personal tax returns - not the 
basis in the asset. Immanuel has a brokerage account to facilitate the transfer of these assets 
directly. If you are interested, please contact the church for information or assistance. 

Tax Break for Contributions –people over 70 1/2 years-old 

If you are over 70.5 did you know that you can give directly from your retirement account to 
Immanuel Lutheran Church and pay no taxes on the gift? Due to the tax changes that include a 
higher standard deduction and the elimination of the personal exemption, you may receive 
the best tax benefit if you donate directly from your retirement account. 

 

 

 

  

 
Lawn-Mowing 

Volunteers  
Needed 

We are looking for more people to 
become part of the church lawn-mowing 

team.  If you are interested, please 
contact Chuck Clise 
at 989-463-5292. 

 

Financial Monthly Report – 
YTD as of April 30, 2022 

 
Spending Plan 2021-2022: $379,162 

Actual Expenditures: $171,529 
Giving-To-Date: $183,749 
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 2021-2022 Church Council 

President……………………………………………...Ted Tuma 

Vice President……………………………….…Sarah Gilbert 

Past President……………………………..Beth Mundwiler 

Council Members: 

Natalie Douglas, Penny Endres, Kip Fergsuon,  

Gabe Goodrich, Jim Hageman, Rose Prasad,  

Mark Strandskov 

Treasurer………………………………………...Judy Emmons 

Financial Secretary………………………….….Paul Kruska 

Recording Secretary……………………...….Denise Kaiser 
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The Care Store 

Little children, let us love, 
not in word or speech, 

but in truth and action. 
                                                                                      

~1 John 3:18 
 

The shelves at church 
for The Care Store are in 

need of more items! 

Please consider picking 
up a few items at the 

store the next time you 
are there. 

 
Let’s help those in our 
community who most 

need help! 

 

Bridgebuilders 
Camp 

Please pray for 
Beth Mundwiler 
as she heads to 
Bridgebuilders 

Leadership 
Camp at Stony 
Lake with over 
40 youth from 
the area from 

June 25-30. 

 

 
Our youth will head to Harrisburg, PA from July 22-29th 

for the first Mission Trip since 2019! 
Please keep Beth Mundwiler, Thomas Strandskov, 
Abbie Powell, Isabel Goodrich, Thomas Ferguson,  

Luke Douglas and Laney Douglas. 

2022 Synod Assembly 
 
Pastor Dana and I were able to participate in Synod Assembly 
virtually this year, which was outside on her deck overlooking the 
river.  It was a wonderful way to connect with our synod and enjoy 
the sunshine!   
 
One resolution that was important to share is about the Living 
Waters Ministry. The resolution was passed allowing Living Waters 
Ministry to become a RIC ministry. This will allow the board to 
move forward toward this status. They are already inclusive to all, 
however this will give them the official Reconciling In Christ 
approval. 
 
Submitted by, Beth Mundwiler 
 

A celebration of the life of  
Cliff Moss will be held in the  

Immanuel pavilion on 
Saturday, June 25th from 

11am-2pm.  The family has 
invited all to attend! 
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Immanuel Offers 

Electronic Giving 

Immanuel Lutheran Church is pleased 

to offer an electronic option for 

making regular or special offerings. 

Visit our website, 

www.immanuelmp.com click “Give”. 

 

Worship Ministry 
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Congratulations to  
Alana Piatek-Jimenez 

Charlotte Polley &  
Henry Polley 

for making their First Communion on June 5! 
 

  

 

Altar Flowers 

Now that Lent is over, we will resume having altar 
flowers on Sundays.  If you would like to purchase 

flowers for a Sunday service, there is a sign-up sheet 
in the narthex.  The cost is $45 per Sunday and you 
are welcome to take them home with you following 

the service on Sunday! 

Confirmation Sunday 
On Sunday, May 22, we celebrated the Confirmation of 

Laney Douglas, Luke Douglas & 
Tanner Goodrich 

 

 

Congratulations on the 
Graduation of 

Carter Hoffman  
and the Class of 2022! 



 

 

Church Council Minutes –April 21, 2022 
Meeting called to order at 6pm. 

Present: Ted Tuma, Beth Mundwiler, Rose Prasad, Natalie Douglas, Pr. Dana Hendershot, Sarah Gilbert, Gabe 
Goodrich, Mark Strandskov 

Absent: Penny Endres, Jim Hageman, Kip Ferguson 

Guests: Judy Emmons, Denise Kaiser 
Opening Devotions: Sarah 

Five Minutes of Positive Talk` 

MEETING MINUTES – MARCH AND JANUARY 

Corrections Needed – Sarah was absent and Kip’s last name misspelled 

Gabe moved to approve minutes with corrections, Mark seconded, motion carried. 

CONSENT AGENDA 

Business Ministry was the sole reporting group. Ted gave updates: 
Percha’s will paint the bell tower when the weather permits. 
Tree contractors are scheduled as weather permits. 
Electrical outlets will be changed next Tuesday. 
Lawn Mowing – Chuck Clise has taken over the scheduling for Paul Geisthardt. 
Gabe moved to approve the Consent Agenda, Beth seconded, motion carried. 

PASTOR’S REPORT 

Holy Week was well attended and successful.  
Pr. Dana will be going to Chicago for a multi-denominational continuing educational meeting next week. Pr. Sprang will 
fill in for her. 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

Judy stressed that the March giving did not get counted, so it will be counted in April. 
Rose moved to accept both reports, Sarah seconded, motion carried. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Synod – Ted, Beth and Dana will be attending Synod Assembly May 14th virtually. 
Annual Meeting will be held September 18th. 
Ministry Budgets are due June 1st using the template. Dana will email the template to each group. 
Second Annual Grateful Gift Awards will be presented during the Annual Meeting. 

OLD BUSINESS 

Council Retreat will be May 21st. Details to follow, most likely will be held at church. 
Vicar – we are not getting a Vicar this year. The Personnel Committee and Council will make a decision regarding the 
possibility of interviewing for Vicar candidates next year, before the Annual Meeting. 

OTHER 

Approved Council minutes will be put in the Gleaner. 

Sarah volunteered to write thank you notes to the many folks who assisted during Holy Week. 
Sarah moved to adjourn meeting, Beth seconded, Ted adjourned meeting at 7pm and meeting closed with prayer. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Denise Kaiser 

 

 


