WELCOME TO ANIMATE!

This Facilitator Guide will help you make the most out of
the videos and the Journal. As you prepare to dive into this
session, keep these things in mind:

* You know your group best. Adjust the activities as
needed based on the interests, questions, and
background of group membere.

Get ready for creativity. The Journal is meant to
be a right brain experience. Think of the animate
experience as a journey through the content with
many stopping points based on the questions,
wonderings, and interests of the group.

You don’t have to know everything. As a facilitator,
you don’t have to be the expert, or even agree with
everything the speakers say. Be ready to spark
conversation and see where this takes the group
as you explore these ideas together.

Social media can help. Think of ways to use social
media and other online tools to keep the conversation
going. How about a Facebook group, a Twitter
hashtag, or posts on Instagram or Finterest?

SESSION FLOW IDEAS
To get each session started, try this structure:

* Recap previous animate sessions or other learning
experiences.

¢ Update the group on any between-session
reflections or research.

* Explore the content on the first Journal spread.
e View the video.

* Dive into the rest of the Journal content together.

FORBEST RESULTS

SESSION TITLES

GOD | FAITH IS AQUEST

RELIGION | SPIRITUALITY ISNOT ENOUGH
JESUS | THE REVOLUTION OF LOVE
SALVATION | ABUNDANT LIFE NOW
CROSS | WHERE GOD IS

BIBLE | ABOOK LIKE NOOTHER

CHURCH | AN IMPERFECT FAMILY

ICON WATCH

Look for these icons that guide you in activities.

— — GROUP ACTIVITIES WITH QUESTIONS DESIGNED
TO HELP ANIMATE CONVERSATION.

TO SET-UP THE SESSION AND TO KEEP
INTERACTIONS GOING BETWEEN SESSIONS.

{ } — INTRODUCTORY AND OUT-GOING THOUGHTS

% — LEADER TIPS: IDEAS TO HELP FACILITATORS

FACILITATE.
a — FACTOIDS: INFORMATIONAL TIDBITS TO
] SPICE UP THE CONVERSATION.
55 — QUOTES FROM THE VIDEO AND ELSEWHERE

’, TO GET FOLKS THINKING.

I- > — FOOTNOTES: EXTRA BACKGROUND MATERIAL
TO MAKE YOU SOUND EVEN SMARTER.

* Reproduce the Facilitator Guide in landscape format on 11x17 paper.
* Reproduce the Journal pages in landscape format on 8.5x11 paper.

* For both resources, use a color copier.

provided each copy carries this notice.

Animate Faith Facilitator Guide. Jesus: The Revolution of Love. wearesparkhouse.org ©2013 sparkhouse. All rights reserved. May be reproduced for local use only
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MARK SCANDRETTE

WHAT MIGHT YOU NEED TO RISK IN ORDER TO
LIVE MORE FULLY IN THE REVOLUTION OF LOVE?
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In the last session, Lillian asserted her belief that spirituality is not enough. In this session,

Mark guides us to think differently about living in Jesus’ way. It began with a moment of truth:
Mark realized that his sermons weren’'t doing anything important. What to do?!!? He decided

to make church a place of practice rather than just belief and learning. The rest is hi‘sq
| (4

HOW WILL YOU WELCOME YOUR GROUP?
Consider the architectural transition of the Journal throughout
this session—from Gothic church to Dojo. How might that
affect the way you set the room? Consider playing some

music as people arrive, such as “Revolution” by the Beatles,
anticipating Mark’s “Revolution of Love.”

+ ROASTS HIS OWN
- COFFEEIN ACAST IRON.
- SKILLET EVERY MORNING

+ CONCEIVED IN SPAIN,

- BORN IN GERMANY,
‘GREW UP IN MINNESOTA,

- AND NOW CALLS

- SAN FRANCISCO HOME

+ WAS ACHILD.
/A NIGET ST

+ HAS NEVER TAKEN
 AKARATE CLASS

+ BAINAPPLIED PSYCH
* FROM BEMIDI STATE -

+ STUDIED FOR MDIV AT
2 gETE—[EJ_ THEOLOGICAL

SEMINARY the center of Christian passion and for some, a very
it\ F“motional subject. Take time to know your emotions and
- convictions concerning Jesus before you welcome your

group. Remember your role: animate the conversation!

MARK'S BOOKS: ©
+ PRACTICING THE
~ WAYOF JESUS
+ SOUL GRAFFITI
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“THE KIND OF LIFE THAT JESUS LIVED AND
INVITES US INTO IS IMPOSSIBLE. AND MAYBE IT
IS, APART FROM A SOURCE OF LOVE AND POWER
THAT'S GREATER THAN OUR OWN. BUT THE ONLY
WAY WE'RE GOING TO DISCOVER THAT LOVE AND
POWER IS BY TAKING THE RISK TO TRY AND LIVE
INTO THE IMPOSSIBILITY OF THE GOSPEL.”

—MARK SCANDRETTE
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AR ERERR > Check out Mark’s community at reimagine.org. Soren Kierkegaard (1812-1865), a Danish philosopher and a passionate Christian, developed existentialism. He critiqued the church < AR AR
in his time for ite staid and hyper-rational ways. Kierkegaard pictured a riskier Christianity, one that didn't need full rational proof
before it took action. He called that risk a “leap of faith.”
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www.reimagine.org

WHERE ARE PEOPLE AT WITH JESUS?

Before you watch the video, invite your group to share from
memory some of their favorite scenes from the Gospels. Then have
the group free associate verbs that describe the actions of Jesus.
Have one member record the verbse on a whiteboard or chart paper.
Throughout this session, center your energies on doing!
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CHRISTIANITY THE OFFICIAL RELIGION OF ROME IN 31| C.E. BEFORE THAT, to morph into dojo on this page? In 1896 the architect Louis
BEING CHRISTIAN COULD BE DANGEROUS. A CHURCH BUILDING WOULD i AT M g
oid Sullivan said, “form follows function.” Check out the directions
HAVE BEEN LIKE A BIG TARGET, SO CHRISTIANS MET IN PRIVATE HOMES. o
for renovation in the Journal. How would your group further the

transformation? Invite them to sketch or note their thoughts.

§ THE FIRST "CHURCH" BUILDINGS WERE BUILT AFTER CONSTANTINE MADE NeneEINeoWIGATHEDRAL IS BEGINNING

e ————————————————————— S
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: L. Michael White, Building God’s House in the Roman World, (Baltimore: Md.: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1990). <° R AR R Dietrich Bonhoeffer resisted Adolf Hitler's Nazism. He wrote, preached, and taught Christian resistance to the evil of his time. His & oeeveeee
: underground seminary trained leaders of this resistance. He was executed by the Nazis a few days before the end of World War II.

seereceeceee °> For more, check out these resources.

Mark Scandrette, Fracticing the Way of Jesus, (Nottingham, UK.: Inter-Varsity Press, 2011).

Dallas Willard, The Divine Conspiracy, (New York: HarperOne, 1998).

Eric Mataxas, Bonhoeffer: Fastor, Martyr, Frophet, Spy, (Nashville, Tenn.: Thomas Nelson, 2011). )
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THE JOURNAL HELPS US ASK, “WHO 1S JESUS?”
This is both a question of truth and a personal question we need to ask
ourselves. Who is Jesus? And who is Jesus to me? Mark wants to move
us from belief into practice, but he does not want us to stop believing or
talking about belief. So here’s the time to ask who Jesus is.

5

THE QUESTION ANSWERED AT CHALCEDON WAS NOT INVENTED i
IN THE FIFTH CENTURY. THE CONVERSATION BEGAN WITH .t
FIRST-CENTURY BIBLICAL PICTURES OF JESUS' DIVINITY LIKE o
JOHN L:I-5, 14, 18; HEBREWS [:1-4; AND PHILIPPIANS 2:6-Il. 00

CONVERSATION ABOUT THESE FIVE
different views of Jesus might seem to make Jesus into
an inkblot whose identity is completely dependent on the
eye of the beholder. Listen for that in your group. Be
ready to talk about the parameters that the Gospels et
for understanding who Jesus is. For example, Jesus as
military conqueror (as in Constantine and the Crusades)
doesn’t work well with Mark &:31ff., where Jesus insists
that he was sent not to conquer but to die.

SOME MYSTICAL COMBINATION OF THE TWO?

~ WHAT ARE THE RAMIFICATIONS :IE\ Q
i - OF OUR ANSWERS? v
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DURING THE 2000 YEARS OF CHRISTIANITY.
WE BEEN ENDLESS QUESTIONS ABOUT
SUS WAS AND WHAT HE CAME TO DO.
VAS HE GOD? WAS HE HUMAN?

¥

JULIAN OF NORWICH (1342-1416)
WAS AN ENGLISH MYSTICWHO
WROTE ABOUT JESUS AS OUR WISE,

LOVING, AND MERCIFUL MOTHER.
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MARK SCANDRETTE 7
1S AN AUTHOR.
TEACHER. AND
ACTIVIST

“INSTEAD OF BRINGING IN THE ESCHATOLOGICAL
CONDITIONS, JESUS HAS DESTROYED THEM. THE
WHEEL ROLLS ONWARD, AND THE MANGLED BODY
OF THE ONE IMMEASURABLY GREAT MAN ... IS
HANGING UPON IT STILL. THAT IS HIS VICTORY
AND HIS REIGN." ~ALBERT SCHWEITZER

e ) If you want more views of Jesus to talk about, St. Francis painted a picture of Jesus as Fauper. She said, “I married Lady Foverty, widowed
since Christ.” Or you could see Jesus as Macho Man in books like No More Mr. Christian Nice Guy and The Church Impotent—the Feminization

of Christianity. These authors picture Jesus as very macho with big biceps and tattoos.

AND SPENT 3 YEARS AS A

+ LEFT HIS TRADE AT AGE 30
TRAVELING TEACHER

W

+ ULTIMATELV ARRESTED
AND EXECUTED FOR CRIMES

 AGAINST THE STATE
+ NEVER WROTE A BOOK
SAVIOR, MESSIAH, SON OF
GOD, SON OF MAN, PRINCE
OF PEACE, KING OF KINGS,
~ LORD OF LORDS, EMM
RABBI, TEACHER, CHR

RISEN LORD, | AM

+ NICKNAMES: GOOD SHEPHERD,

.
.
.
.
.
.

For more information, check out Jaroslav Pelikan, Jesus through the Centuries: His Flace in the History of Culture. < ..
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YOU HAVE ASKED ABOUT
Jesus’ identity and puzzled over the
tension between his divinity and humanity.
Now you can help the group make a
transition into daily life. What impact
does what we know about Jesus have on
who we are and what we do in the world?
This transition from theory to practice
fite perfectly with Mark’s emphasis on
ortho-praxis—right doing.

“IF I WAS GOING TO BE PART OF THIS REVOLUTION OF LOVE THAT
JESUS EMBODIED AND PROMISED, | WOULD NEED TO BE MORE
HONEST, MORE ACTIVE, AND MORE CONNECTED TO OTHER PEOPLE." RS e i A ’.

o

—MARK SCANDRETTE
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"OF HIS DAY. WHAT DO YOU

WE.DON',T ALWAYS —

CFORJESUS TO"FALK

~TO WOMEN OR TOUCH]

RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS

~THINK JESUS WAS UP
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BELIEFS FUEL ACTIONS. NEW YORK TIMES OP-ED
COLUMNIST NICHOLAS KRISTOF REFLECTED ON ‘
HIS TRAVELS TO IMPOVERISHED AND SUFFERING
POPULATIONS AROUND THE WORLD INCLUDING AIDS
PATIENTS IN AFRICA, TSUNAMI VICTIMS IN JAPAN, AND
SEX SLAVES IN SOUTHEAST ASIA. HE SUMMED UP
WHAT HE SAW, SAYING, “THE RELIGIOUS PEOPLE STAY
AND HELP LONGER." KRISTOF IS RIGHT. WHY? BECAUSE
ONCE THE IMMEDIATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE AND THE
RUSH OF NEWS COVERAGE FADE, “STAYING LONGER"
REQUIRES A CONVICTION ABOUT THE PURPOSE OF OUR
LIVES, ABOUT HOW GOD LOVES THE PEOPLE SERVED.

A‘,“QEPAQE YOUR PEOPLE TO GO

1 béyonol good intentions. Help them make a plan

i to go humbly to the people they list and seek
| reconciliation. Encourage them to read around in

i . the Gospels and actually imagine that the picture
e of Jesus should be imprinted in THEIR lives.
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THIS IS WHERE YOU IMAGINE WITH YOUR GROUP

what their week looks like in light of the Jesus Dojo/Revolution of Love.

How will they continue the good that God has been doing in and among

them beyond your time together? Finish where Mark finishes, asking his THE PROMISE OF THE COSPEL 1S THAT
WE CAN LEARN A WHOLE NEW WAY TO BE

pointed questions. Prepare the group to take one more step from the HUMAN, TO LIVE WITHOUT WORRY, FEAR.

classroom into an active, Jesus-centered life. GREED, LUST, OR ANGER—TO LIVE A LIFE

ANIMATED AND EMPOWERED BY LOVE."

~MARK SCANDRETTE
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Mark didn’t go on this D@JO.

journey by himself. He got ;
: ; ; " : 2 S - WHET 1S ONE NEW PRACTICE. You
together with friends and with other | Gk %, ‘ . _ ; AN LEARN FPoM M7

faithful people to turn his life into
a Revolution of Love. Work together
through the following questions Mark
asks at the end of the video and
encourage your group to continue
doing so beyond their time
in the classroom.
0O.. Ask: Who can
: You get in the dojo to
) take those new risks with? |
Journal a list of people you % i

Re-create the conversation
among Mark’s friends that he
mentions having after his Jesus
Dojo epiphany. Talk about how your
i faith community could join in on Jesus’
‘Ei Revolution of Love. Whether in the
| closing moments of this session or
“ between sessions, agree to hold
i one another accountable to one
g group or individual practice
in the way of Jesus.

51

want to have as practice partners.

Emphasize that this is not an academic

exercise. There's a big difference between
talking about doing the Jesus thing a
and actually giving ourselves over to
Master Jesus in the Dojo. This is ‘

the beginning of a commitment
to practice what Master
Jesus teaches.

BRAINSTORMING CONVERSATIONS

.'.O like this one have the ability to change how people
0 ) / ‘ think about things. Keep in mind those people who
Ask: Where ‘ E— e\ . R NS : :;1 might think this activity is just filler and find ways to
do you most long h"' ‘ : ® S TR invite them into the conversation in meaningful ways.
for change in your life \ | JESUS:THE REVOLUTIONOF LOVE | MARKSCANDRETTE  OO@O000 49 1seeeeeee Inspire participants to commit to this idea.

or healing for our world?
Prayer and discernment do not
usually resolve themselves in 30-second
intervals. Prepare your group to be
patient and to look long enough
at their lives and the world to
really hear their own heart
beating in the “unforced
rhythms of grace.”

Ask: What
might you need
to risk in order to live
more fully in the Revolution
of Love that Jesus promised?

Jesus told a parable about a man
__________ > who built half a building and then ran about practicing what we believe is ongoing. We are people in progress, so

Mark’s animating questions are huge. They are life changing. All conversation

0 i out of money. Counting the cost is encourage continued dialog with the Journal and one another between sessions.
crucial to the realistic step from
theory to practice. Calculate the
risk. ldentify the entanglements.

Ask if they're ready to risk it. the abundant life of salvation they’ll hear about in the next session.
Have them journal these
important steps.

But be sure to press your group past the talking into the doing. As they
continue to live in Jesus’ Revolution of Love, they can begin to wonder about



